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Sapphires are divided into three classes according to the depth of their colour.. There are also six kinds that are said to bring evil to the wearer; such evils as quarrels with relatives, loss of children, hazard to life, certain death within a year. A sapphire is purest when, if placed in milk, it gives to the milk a bluish tinge. It is then a true sapphire. A sapphire is said to be electric, when a blade of grass will adhere to it though blown upon. Such a stone is said to bring lustre to the wearer. The planet Saturn, the patron of sapphires, will bless the wearer of a true sapphire with prosperity and immunity from death.
The topaz is described as having a colour like a drop of dew on a flower, and its patron deity, Jupiter, will bless the wearer with immense wealth.
Four kinds of coral are enumerated that will cause evil to the wearer, troubles, grief, disease, and death. There are six kinds of good coral mentioned, according to the colour, and the wearer of such is promised the pleasures of life and the accomplishment of his designs.
The blessing of Mars is promised to the wearer of an agate, which blessing ensures wealth and prosperity.
The details given in this chapter, have, I think, served to show how strong the passion for jewels is amongst the Hindus. One of the most hopeful signs of the times is that the more thoughtful Hindus are venturing to raise their voice against this and other social evils. There is hope, that, as reforms have begun in other directions, so something may be done here to contract within legitimate bounds that love of display, which, though innocent in itself, causes so much evil and loss, when carried to such extremes as I have now described.
I have now given an account of many of the customs of the Hindu people and have shown how much